
Note to Parents of prospective/enrolled students of Mrs. Barden’s A History of the Twentieth Century 
(AHTC):

As many of you know first-hand, the twentieth century presented the world with some difficult 
experiences. We will not shy away from those events in this class, but we will look at them as 
sensitively as possible. There will be readings—books and outside links—that are relevant to the topics
we will cover that may bother those of a more sensitive nature. If I know there are disturbing images or
readings in these, I will do my best to give a warning. If you know there are times that your student will
not be able to deal with these, please let me know. 

The syllabus for this class (which can be found for viewing on the class description page) outlines the 
schedule the class will take. It is flexible, to a point. The class will seem to move quickly, requiring 
good time management and self-motivation on the part of the student. I do offer reminders of work that
needs to be covered and assignments turned in, but I will not offer constant reminders. I do not expect 
you to have to do this either! This is why the syllabus was created: it shows what is to be read, what is 
to be turned in, and when. Students need to take responsibility for their own education.

A total of four books will be required for the class. Our main text is Martin Gilbert’s A Concise History
of the Twentieth Century, and each student will need three personally chosen books. The lists in the 
syllabus are merely suggestions. It is recommended that you choose books you already have on hand or
had planned on using. The chosen books need to be a nonfiction book based on different countries, 
events, or different periods of time within the twentieth century. These books have also been 
chosen for their length. Be aware of the page count so that your student is not strained by the reading. 
If you decide on alternative titles, please let me know the title, author, and a short description of 
the book.

• List one includes The Americanization of Edward Bok, covering the years of 1870-1920, written
by a Dutch man who came to America when he was six. Georges Vanier: Soldier covers some 
of the WWI years (1915-1919) from the journal entries and letters of a French Canadian. 

A book dealing with the Great Depression would be good, or a viewpoint outside the 
Western Hemisphere.

• Books in list two cover the WWII time period and are definitely books with more mature 
subject matter. The ones listed are coincidentally all female. Corrie Ten Boom was a 45-year-
old Christian woman in Holland (The Hiding Place); Elli Friedmann a 13-year-old 
Czechoslavakian Jewish girl (I Have Lived A Thousand Years); and Anne Frank, a 13-year-old 
Jewish girl from Holland (Anne Frank). 

Alternatives could be a male point of view or non-European perspective.
• Books in list three center around Asia. These also have more mature subject matter. Mao Tse-

Tung and His China focuses on the life, rule of Mao Tse-Tung and China. Admiral Jeremiah 
Dent Jr.’s account of his time as a prisoner at Hanoi during the Vietnam War is the focus of 
When Hell Was In Session. 

Books on the Civil Rights Movement, other political milestones, or a female perspective 
would fit within this list.

A final note: our calendar year will differ from EOA’s in the sense that it will run longer than theirs. 
We will still take the same holidays/no school days as EOA. 

If you have any questions or would like to talk with me about the class, please feel free to email me at 
b.barden@wildwoodcs.org We can chat via email or schedule a time to chat on the phone or via video. 
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